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RECEWVED & INSPECTED
Federal Communications Commission (FCC) ) M
Office of the Secretary FCC - MAILROO
9300 East Hampton Drive

Capitol Heights, MD 20743

Re: Appeal of Year 4 Funding Commitment Decision
CC Docket Nos. 96-45 and 97-21

Billed Entity Number: 145503

471 Application Number: 262911

Funding Request Number 679882

Original Correspondence Appeal  October 17,2002

USAC Response: January 21,2003 (as attached)
Dear Sir/Madam:

We are appealing Year 4 Funding Commitment Decision as identified below:

Problem:

Incorrectly, we believe, the service start date for services from Avista Corp. were reset by SLD
from July 1,2001 to June 5,2002. We have used the same service from the same vendor, same
spin number, on the same contract since the beginning of the Erate program (years 1-4). We filed
year 4 forms 471 and 486 with this same spin number, which was accurate at that time.

Sometime during year 4, Avista changed their name and this resulted in a new spin number. We
were contacted by SLD who asked us to change the spin number on the already filed 486. This
was a field update due to Avista changing names, not a submissionof a new 486. It appears,
however, that when the spin number field was updated, the service start date was incorrectly reset
to June 5,2002. In past Erate years and even in year 4, spin numbers have been updated mid-
year due to vendors changing names, and this has never resulted in a loss of funding. This
funding commitment amounted to $445,690.88. This is a significantamount that we should not
be penalized for, due to a vendor changing names, or due to SLD incorrectly resetting the date
rather than updating the field.
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Please see below for pertinent details:

Spin# Service Provider Name
Year 1 143004833  WWP Fiber
Year 2 143004833  Auvista Fiber (Note: spin# same, name changes, but same
company)
Year 3 143004833  Avista Fiber
Year 4 143004833  Auvista Fiber
143022183  Avista Communications Inc (Note: new spin#, new name, but
same company)

Please see attached:

1. Year 4 Commitment letter - This shows original spin number (143004833) and name as
approved for funding request 679882 (Avista Fiber)

2. Original Form 486 - This shows the 486 as submitted with the original correct spin
number, matching what was approved in the funding commitment letter.

3. Updated Form 486 - This shows the change to the spin number for Avista Corp, as
requested by Cathy Carley, SLD. This showsthat FRN 679882 has a changed spin
number of 143022183, due to Avista’s change in name and spin number. This was never
intended to be a submission of a new form, simply a reflection of the requested spin
number change.

4. USAC January 21,2003 Administrator’s Decision on Appeal Funding year 2001-2002 -
This denied our funding request.

Action:
We would like you to reconsider your decision and reinstate the original service start date for
Avista (FRN number 679882) to July 1,2001 as identified in the original 486.

Summary

In summary, we believe we submitted forms timely and they were accurate at the time of
submission. We should not be penalized due to a vendor changing their name and spin number.
The vendor name and spin number change should have been treated in the same manner as other
spin number/name changes have been performed, with no loss of funding.

If you have any questions, please call me at (509) 354-7276. If you reach voice mail, please
press zero and someone will find me.

Thank you for your considerationin this matter.

Sincerely,

Peggy Schweikhardt

Director, Payroll/Telecommunications
509-354-7276
peggysc@spokaneschools.org
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Universal Service Administrative Company
Schools & Libraries Division

RECEIVED

FUNDING coMMITMENT DECISION LETTER SEP 20 2”“1
(Funding Year 4: 07/01/2001 - 05/30/2002) SPOKANEPUBLIC SCHOOLS
H“FOUJ”&W

September 14, 2001

SPOKANE SCHOOL DISTRICT 81
PEGGY SCHWEIKHARDT

200 NORTH BERNARD ST.
SPOKANE, WA 3$9201-0282

Re: Form 471 Application Number: 262911
Funding ar 4: 07/01/200 - 06/30/2002
Billed it umber 145

Thank Kou for your _2001-2002 E-rate application and for any assistance you provided
throughout our” review. We have completed review of your Form 471. This letter is to
advise you of our decision(s).

FUNDING COMMITMENT REPORT

On the pages following this letter, we have provided a Funding Commitment Report for
the Form 471 a?plicatlon cited above. We _have reviewed each Discount Funding Request
on your Form 471 application and have assigned a Funding Request Number (FRN) to each
Block 5. The enclosed _report includes a list of the FRNs from your application. The
SLD 1s also sending this information to your service provider(s%_sg preparations can

be made to begin implementing your E-raté discount(s) upon_the Tiling of your Form 486.
Immediately preceding the Funding Commitment Report, you will find a guide that defines
each line of the Report.

NEXT STEPS

Once you have reviewed this letter and have determined that_some or all of your requests
have been funded, ¥our next step to facilitate receipt of discounts as featured in this
letter will be to £ile an FCC Form 486 with the SLD. The Form 486 notifies the SLD to
begin gayment to your service provider and provides certified indication that your
technology plan(sg has been approved. The Form 486 and instructions can_be found_on the
SLD web sSite at <www.sl.universalservice.org> or you can call the sLD Client Service
Bureau at 1-888-203-8100 and ask that the form be” sent to you. The new Form 486, dated
July 2001 in the lower right corner, MUST be used for Funding Year 4 and for any _previous
funding years once it becomes available. Subsequent submissions of earlier versions of
the Form 486 will be returned to you and will not be _able to_be processed. As you
complete Form 486, you should also contact your service provider to verify they have
received notice from_the SLD of your fgndln% commitments. . After the SLD proceSses your
Form 486, we can_begin processing invoices Trom your service provider(s) so they can be
reimbursed for discounted services they have provided you.

On December 21, 2000, the Children®s Internet Protection Act was signed_into law. That
law will require schools and libraries that receive Universal Service discounts for_
certain services to adopt an Internet_safety policy incorporating the use of filtering
or blocking technology on computers with Internet access as a condition of receivin
those discounts. THE LAW DOES NOT, HOWEVER REEUIRE THIS TO BE _IN PLACE FOR FUNDIN

YEAR 4. RECIPIENTS WILL HAVE TO CERTIFY, HOWEVER, THAT THEY ARE UNDERTAKING SUCH
ACTIONS, INCLUDING NECESSARY PROCUREMENT PROCEDURES, TO PUT SUCH TECHNOLOGY PROTECTION
MEASURES IN PLACE. For Funding Year 4 (the Funding Year beginning July_ 1, 209l), Billed
Entities filing Form(s) 486 may encounter one or more situations that will affect their
filing deadline(s). See the requirements for Funding Year 4 below and the Form 486

Box 125 - Correspondence Unit. 80 South Jefferson Road, Whippany. New Jersey, 07981
Visit us online at:  Atep:/. www.sl.universalservice.org
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Instru&tlons for. mo e |nfoFma§|on_on 1ling deadllqes to en ure gh our disc unts ﬁan
dgtgaéf £gtro%ct|ve to t ervice Start Date ou are a V|se eep proo t
1ling

1. If Funding Year 4 services start_on or before Sunday, October 28, 2001, and the date
of our Fundlng Commitment Decision Letter Is befgre Sunday, Octo er 28 2001, your
486 must be postmarked on or before October 28, 2001 |n order for discqunts to
a1d reti?actlv ly _to the Sgr¥ cg Start Date. Failure to meet this certiftication
dea line will result” in reduce in

2. Iftyour serV|ce§ start after October 28 2001, your Form 486 muyst be postmarked no
er hat 1 a s_after the Service Start Date or 120 days after the_date of the
Fund Commltment DeC|S|on Letter, whichever i1s later, In order for dlscounts to be
walq actlvel to the gerV|ce $tart Date. Failure’to meet this filing deadline
resu t INn reduced funding

You may also check the SL% web site at <www.sl.universalservice. %ﬁ?> or call the Client
SerV|ce Bureau at 1-888-203-8100 for more information about how S new law might
ct universal service discounts and any needed documentation for Funding Year 4
J y 1, 2001-June 30, 2002).

TO APPEAL THESE FUNDING COMMITMENT DECISIONS

If you wish to a 1 the Fundij Commit on i cated in _this letter,
youl appeal must §ama he Funding Commitpent Decision() (ECO) ndicated th tnip, lette
(S0 s P the SLD address bequ wxngw 30 DAYS OF HE NBOVE DATE ON THIS LiTTER | Fatlure
|ette?’t }hls ¥ Ulrement wi result in automatic ismissal o your appea n your

of appea

1. Include_the name, address, teleghone number, fax number, and e-mail address
(it available) for the person who can most readlly discuss this appeal with us.

2. State outrl ht hat your letter is_an ea Identify which FCD Letter you are
888 g ¥cateytH re evant und?ﬁg year _and thgydate of the undlng Commitment
|S|on t Your letter of aﬁpea ust_also include the a Ilcant ame, the
Eg{@ 471 App ication Number, and the Billed Entity Number from e top of yolr FCD

3. ldentify the particular Fundlng Request Number (FRN) that |s the sub ect of your
aBReaI When explalnlng %ou{ peal, 1nclude tne rec;se 8uage texE Trom the
F dlng Commltment Decl etter that i1s at t eart 0 LKO eal { pointing
us to the exac wor S |ve rise tQ your appeal, th e s Wb ﬂ 0 mo‘
readh y understand and resg appropriately to ¥our a? ease eep_your etteE
to the paint, an ?FOVI ocume tlon to suggo t you appeal Be sure to
coples o your correspondence an ocumentatj

4. Provide an original authorized signature on your letter of appeal.

Please send your pgeal to:_ Letter of Agpeal sehools and_Libraries Divisi
I

125 - C Unit, 8 Sout ff Road, Whi , NJ 07981. OMappeals
Suﬁmltted b§r¥g§poph8ﬁgeca ‘ eoHa?l EANﬁ6§°Be gﬁocess:gpany PP

While We encourage _you to resolve our agpeal with the SLD first, you have the oEtxon
¥ fil |ng aﬂeagpeal d1rect1¥ with the Federal Commun|cat|onWaComm|SS|on ((:FCC%S4

|ce ) eEEeBa At 12t2 4Ereecil: SW, Room TW- A%;S ¢ ghlngtp " 354 to tﬂu
hguldypefer o (C DepeEt Mot 5 87113y *and RﬁeerE 31°54E Hec ar the FEE"ad

g t be made In ertlﬁ E Tq at the E address
a ?Ye WIT IN_30 DAYS OE TEE ABOVE DATE © TH ﬁ TER to meet 1S re U|re ent
QuUr agppea tion regard |ng ing

res in automatic dismissal o urthe orm
an appea JlrectVy wit h can be yfoun in the fs Procegure poSted 1h the
Reference area of the SLD Web site <www.sl. un1versa15erv1ce org>,

NOTICE ON RULES AND FUNDS AVAILABILITY

AE plicants* rec i of fun |n c mmi ments is contingent on their ompllance with all
atutory RH ? ,,an ura K ?ments of the unitversa 36¥ e mechanisms
for schools a 6 ? 1cants ﬁho have re0ﬁ|ve g commirtments
contlnue to be su Ject to audlts an ot eviews that LD or the Federa mmunlcatlons

omm15510 may undertake odicall to assure that fypds, have been committed ,and
usea |nyaccor dance ﬁ h 1? u%h fe urrements. ?? %h gED Su sequentfy determlnes
at |gs commitment was %Broneo % %ss due _to BCt'OH or |ngcthon nclu%lnﬂ but not
imited to that by SLD, e Applican or Service Provider, an
1naction was not |n acéordance with sueh requifements, SLD’ mag be fEQUIre to cancel
these funding commitments and seek repaymen of any funds disbursed not in accordance

FCDL/Schools and Libraries Division/USAC Page 2 of 21 09/14/2001



with sych reguirement The SLD, and other a pro riate authorlgles (|nclud|ng but not
imited to USAC and the FCC), may ursue 5 cem nt actions and_other_means Of recourse

a?fgg{égct erﬁongggflgb §Qur8 fun s base eoﬁ'% gga%guﬁay %n$uggslgg 88%ega¥ralso be

contrlbutlng telecommunlcatlons companies.

Mﬁ Iooh forward to iontan|ng our work with you on connecting our schools and libraries
rough advanced telecommuniCations services.

Sincerely,

Schools and Libraries
Universal Service Adm

Enclosures

D; sion
inistrative Company

FCDL/Scheols and Libraries Division/USAC Page 3 of 21 09/14/2001




FUNDING COMMITMENT REPORT

Form 471 A lication Number: 262911
Fundin est Number:! 679879 Funding Status: Not Funded
Servic S O dered internal Cennéctions }
PIN Olg Service Provider Name: Touch America, Inc.
}ract umber: E 12-98
B|I 1ng Account Number
Earliest EQSS'b e Effectlve Date of Discount: 07/01/2001
Contract 1ration Dat 8 8/2003
Pre-Discounf Amount: $3 58
Discount Percenta%e Approved the SLD Né
Fundlng Commitment Decision: - _Srvc 1scnt will NOT be funded
Fund 1n% Commitment Decision EXgla?at og hunding cap will net previde for laternal
?ﬁ?%ﬁ§r188%a5|§°z discount to Please see WWW.SL. UNEVERSALSERVICE ORG for

Fundin est Number: 679882 Funding,Status : Funded agg, } dméfv A
Serv%c s Oggere Te ecommun?%ations Serétce P _;?t) i

PIN ﬁ Service Provider Name: Avista Fiber, Inc
ontract umber E-MAN-2-98

Billing Account Number: sD81

Farliest Possible Effective Date of Discount: 07/01/2001

Contract n ~Fration Date: GM£09 2008

Pre-Discour@ Amount: 5696

Discount Percenta_e Approved bX4 ER

Funding Commitmen? Decision: $a45, 690 88 - ERN approved as submitted

Fundin SReggest Numb r: 679887 . Funding _Status: Funded

Servic ered: Telecommunications Service ) )

éPIN 143 ﬁ g Service Provider Name: @Qwest Corporat.ion fka US West ¢
oTtract umber: MT E

Brlling Account Number: 509-354-5900

Earllest Possible Effectlv% Date of Discount: 07/01/2001
ontract Ex _i1ration Date 6

Pre-Discounf Amount

Discount Percenta_e Ap roved b Ekﬁ .
Funding Commitmen? DeC|S|on $ 197 76 = FRN approved as submitted

Fundin Redgest Number: 679891 Funding Status: Not Funded
Servic s ere Internal Connections
te Identifier:

8 N: Service Provider Name: Touch America, Inc.
E

S 6943

Pre-Discount Amount: $1,000.00

|
?}ract um er RFEelz 98
rliest P053|b e E fectlv 928 Discount: 07/01/2001
Dlscount Pefcentage Approved bg the SLD: N/A

P
0
I
a
?ntract iration Date

1ng Account Num
- Sryc élscnt will

Funding Commitmen Dec1510n NOT be funded
Eundln% Commitment Decision Elamat og hunding cap will no vide for Internal
Connections < 902 discount to Pleasé see WWW.SL. UN'VERSALSERVICE ORG for

further details

FCDL/Schools and Libraries Division/USAC Page 8 of 21 09/14/2001
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Block 3: Service Information.

7. Please provide the

1 0000262911 0000679882 SD81 Avista Corp. 143004833 07/01/2001
.2 0000262911 0000679887 509-354-5900 Qwest Corporation fka US West 143005231 07/01/2001
3 0000262911 0000679895 SD81 Touch America 143001206 07/01/2001
4 0000262911 0000680145 SD81 Touch America 143001206 07/01/2001
5 J 0000262911 0000680153 SD81 Touch America 143001206 07/01/2001
6 0000262911 0000680242 SD31 Touch America 143001206 07/0112001
7 0000262911 0000680278 SD81 Touch America 143001206 07/01/2001
8 0000262911 0000680304 SD81 Touch Amenca 143001206 07/01/2001
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Adtacinene st @

Universal Service Administrative Company
Schools & Libraries Division

Administrator’s Decision on Appeal - Funding Year 2001-2002
January 21,2003

&c

Peggy Schweikhardt Ay & VED
Director, Payroll 20 24 p
Spokane Public Schools %EPUBL 3
200 North Bernard St. ARoL; :lbisg‘fo
Spokane, WA 99201-0282 oo
Re: Billed Entity Number: 145503

471 Application Number: 262911

Funding Request Number(s): 619882

Your CorrespondenceReceived:  October 17,2002

After thorough review and investigation of all relevant facts, the Schools and Libraries
Division (“SLD) of the Universal Service Administrative Company (“USAC”) has made
its decision in regard to your appeal of SLD’s Year Four Funding CommitmentDecision
for the Application Number indicated above. This letter explains the basis of SLD’s
decision. The date of this letter begins the 60-day time period for appealing this decision
to the Federal Communications Commission (“FCC”). If your letter of appeal included
more than one Application Number, please note that for each application for which an
appeal is submitted, a separate letter is sent.

Funding Request Number: 679882
ecision .on Appeal: Denied in Full
xplanation:

£ W em

e Inyour letter of appeal you admit you modified the SPIN for the above funding
request. The SPIN on the original Form 486 submitted by you did not match what
is in our database.

e It is the responsibility of the applicant to fill out all forms correctly and submit
them on time.

e The FCDL was issued on 9/14/01 and the service start date on the FCC Form 486
was 7/1/01. Program rules are clear that the FCC Form 486 must be postmarked
prior to 10/28/01 deadline in order for the service start date to remain 7/1/01. The
applicant claims the FCC Form 486 was sent in prior to the deadline and it was
received on 10/26/01. However, the 486 was incomplete (Block 3, Item 7e) was
rejected because the SPIN, 1430048337, you entered does not match what is in
our database for this funding request. During problem resolution the issue you

Box 125 - Correspondence Unit, 80 South Jefferson Road, Whippany, New Jersey 07981
Visit us online at: hftp./Awww.sl.universalservice.org




were asked to resolve this issue and the SPIN was modified to 143022183 0n
6/5/02. The applicant’s486 was completed and accepted on 6/5/02. This will be
the new service start date and the funding commitment will be adjusted to reflect
the new service start date. Since the new Service Start Date is after the deadline
the appeal will be denied. The penalty for missing the deadline is to reset the
service start date to the postmark date. Since the Form 486 was completed and
accepted on 6/5/02 that will be the new service start date. Since this after the
10/28/01 deadline the service start date will be adjusted to, 6/5/02, and the

commitment amount will be revised based on the service start date. The appeal
will be denied.

e FCC rules provide that in Funding Year 2001, the FCC Form 486 must be
postmarked no later than October 28,2001 and that that for subsequent funding
years, the FCC Form 486 certifications must be provided to the Administrator in
accordance with existing program guidelines established by the Administrator.
See 47 C.F.R. § 54.520(g). Existing program guidelines are explained in the
Funding Commitment Decision letter. Your Funding Year 4 Funding
Commitment Decision letter notified you that “[T}f your services start after
October 28,2001, your Form 486 must be postmarked no later tha[n] 120 days
after the Service Start Date or 120 days after the date of the Funding Commitment
Decision Letter, whichever is later, in order for discounts to be paid retroactively
to the Service Start Date. Failure to meet this filing deadline will result in
reduced funding.” See Funding Commitment Decision Letter (Funding Year 4:
07/01/2001 - 06/30/2002), page 2. Since your FCC Form 486 was postmarked
more than 120days after the Service Start Date you indicated on your FCC Form
486, SLD has reduced your funding.

If you believe there is a basis for further examination of your application, you may file an
appeal with the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) via United States Postal
Service: FCC, Office of the Secretary, 445-12™ Street SW, Washington, DC 20554. If you
are submitting your appeal to the FCC by other than United States Postal Service, check the
SLD web site for more information. Please reference CC Docket Nos. 96-45 and 97-21 on
the first page of your appeal. The FCC must RECEIVE your appeal WITHIN 60 DAYS
OF THE ABOVE DATE ON THIS LETTER for your appeal to be filed in a timely
fashion. Further information and new options for filing an appeal directly with the FCC
can be found in the “Appeals Procedure” posted in the Reference Area of the SLD web site,
www.sl.universalservice.org.

We thank you for your continued support, patience, and cooperation during the appeal
process.

Schools and Libraries Division
Universal Service Administrative Company

Box 125 —Correspondence Unit, 80 South Jefferson Road. Whippany, New Jersey 07981
Visit us online at: hnp:/lvwwsl.univenalservice.org
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